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N the course of those narratives in

which he recited experiences and
observations of foot excursions
along the River road from Ten-

fevtown to historiec places westwurd of
that settlement ihe Hambler has mermr-
1wwoned Little Falls branch, which the
Ntiver roud crosses about mile west
of the Ttockville pike, Not many years
figo that branch flowed across the an-

cient road Then the road crossed it
vn & wooden bridge.
-
- -
Within two vears the road has been
fa improved that, from being ss Tad
ns any rvoad in the vieinity of Wash-

ington, it is= now as good as any, and
it passes over 1.ittle Falls branch on a
cement culvert, s raw and
fresh that hot even the friendliest eve
can see in it anything that is pictur-
esque. Several years ago the Hambler
wrote of this road as follows:

“After crossing the District line the
yoad becomes poor—even bad —ecorid-
ing to the weather. But it is typical
of w1l the old rural ways in this region.
The roadbed has been worn down by
‘ong use and washing, and the banks
tween which it passes are grown
th hrambles and some trees. The
whesl track does not go straight, but
wwavs from side to side of the right
of way. Where repairs to the road
tave heen made the work has heen
done by laying down large pleces of
greiss and quartz and these make the
going rough.

“From the Tristriet line it is down
grade to a stream. At this season the
siream has nothing like the volume of
Tiock ereek. Terhaps it has the vol-
vime of Mney branch where that brook
enters Nock creek. Tt has worn for
jtself a cvourse through the fields down
1o the hasie rock and it pours nlong
over gray boulders. Yeou can follow
its ecourse for a long way with the eye
1y means of the trees that grow along
sts banks. This is Little Falls branch.”

There is an interesting story about
thiis branch. Along about the nridedle
of the nineteenth century, wlhen it be-
came obyvious even to near-sighted per-

which is

sons that igton ity (:nl}lrl not
much loenger pend on SPrings and
wells for its water supply, Little Falls

Traneh was looked to by some persons
2= a possible source of supply for the
when the present water
the firat

purtly installed

vme through the taps and
coweets was not Potomac water, buot
Jittle Falls branch water. And then

the ater wus brought down
«er the Potomae at Great Falls the
witer of Little Falls branch continued
to mis itselfl with the ecity supply.

-

hen
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The discussion of the water supply
of Washington had extended over a

number of vears, when the Thirty-
second Congress made an appropriatioa
of $3,000 “To enable the President of
the United States to cause to be made
the necessary surveys, projects and
estimates for determining the best
means of affording to the ecitizens of
Washington and Georgetown an un-
falling and abundant supply of good
and wholesome water.”

The surveys called for were made
in the winter of 1852-53, under the
gupervision of Lleut. Montgomery (.‘
Meigs of the Engineer Corps. This
report was presented to C. M. Conrad,
the Secretary of War, February 12,
1853, and by him was referred to
President Millard Fillmore, who trans-
mitted it to Congress.

There were several projects. One
was to build a dam across the valley
of Bock creek and Impound its waters
for the use of Washington and George-
town. Another plam was to pump the
water fromm the river at George-
town Into a reserveir, from which it
would be distributed throughout the
two cities. Another was to pump the
water from the river at Little Falls
nnd let it flow by gravity to Wash-
ington. Closely associated with this
plan was one to dam the valley of
Little Falls branch and ralse the water
to such a height that by gravity it
would serve Washington. The great
pian, and the one which after much de-
hate was approved, was the Great Falls
intake and gravity project.

Lieut. Meigs strongly urged the
the Great Falls plan. He reported
that it would permit a lavish use of
water in Washington and would pro-
vide means “for washing the streets,
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EING an American consul today

{s a profession. A commigsion

as congul is a certificate that

the possessor has passed a se-

vere test and has demonstrated that he

has pecullar abllity and fitness for his

work. Once it meant simply that he
had political Influence.

Further, the American consular serv-
ice this vear, for the first time in its
history, is a great mobile force. Its
personnel is not tied to particular
ports, but may Le massed, as occasion
arises—and the is constantly
srising-—at etrategic points.

A mnan i= not merely American consul
pt Amoy, China; he is a member of u
permanent service, subject to dispatch
where his services are most needed,

Hrieflv, he 1a a member of what
rrniounts to A new corps in the garvice
nf Uncle Bam; a corps of ldeals of
demonstrated efMclency, of high stand-
ards, Step by step, bit by bit, In the

umt mine vears this new corps has
been built up. FPermanency is ile
foundation stone. Men go into it now
for lifetime service, with promlise of
rewards In promotion and pay for
proved worth.

Thers were some good consuls in the
eld days befors the reformation of the
service; scores of them. The mixing
pot of political preferment sometimes
prings good men to the top. But thera
was no particular reward for excel-
lenecs of service. The good were often
the under paid; the poor the overpald.
And all, good ard bad allke, were sub-
fect to removal with the change of ad-
prinistration. Standarde of service con-
sequently were not high.

This, beginning with the new con-
Prular regulations issued by the FPres-
Jdent In 1%06, has been changed. Per-
manency was established by those reg-
ulations. Now, by act of Congress ap-
praved only February b last, has come
the other great change, the establish-
ment of mobility of force.

-
-

The essential thing in this new law
Is the paragraph: “That hereafter all
hppointments of secretaries in  the
diplomatic service and of consuls gen-
eral and eonsuls shall be hy commis-
tion to the offices of secretary of em-
bassy or legation, consul general, or
caonsul, and not by commission to any
particalar post, and that such officers
shiall be assigned to posts and tranms-
ferred from ons post to another by
order of the President, as the interests
of the service may reqguire’

oceasion

Heretofore when the State Depart-
mment wanted to sdvance a man’'s sal-
ary for especially good work done, it
liad to get the I'resident to appoint him

T

some other post and then get the
wrnate to confirin the appointment,

Foday men are transferred from post
14 post without having to secure sena-
torial eonfirmation. When, however,
# man is promoted from one grade to
..rother higher, his new appoitntment
l.an to be cunfirmed by the Senate, just
ny army and navy promotions have to
ne confirmed by the Senate. The con-
sular service thus has been put on
precisely the same basis with regard
to promotion as the military services,
with this difference: more geniority
Boes mot welgh in promoting. What

QUAINT OLD HOUSE OVERLOOKING VALLEY OF LITTLE FALLS BRANCH,

embellishing the
It would
small ma-
the like.”

cooling the air and
city  with great fountains.”'
provide water “for driving
chines, lathes, presses and

The engineer foresaw the creation of
many fountains in Washington and he
wrote in his report what follows:

“Fountains judiciously placed and Kept
econstantly flowing conduce by the cur-
rents they cause in the sewers as much

to the health of the ¥y as by the
coolness they diffuse: they add to its
comfort while by the grace of their

sparkling jets they please the eve anmd
ddd beauty and comfort and health.
The pleasure derived from a fountain
seems instinetive; it is associated with
our earliest reading. The cool fountain
in the desert by which the patriarch of
old watered his flocks, the fountains of
ancient and modern Home, have been
the objects of admiration and the
sources of pleasure from the earliest
times and the same feeling which
makes the rude but devout Arab invoke
the blessings of Allah upon the builder
of the murmuring fountain or desert
tank is shown in our modern cities
where erowds gather in the heats of
summer to enjoy the grateful coolness
of the Roman fountains—legacies from

that ancient people—or the splendid
jet of Boston Common, the profuse
display in New York Park or the
Philadelphia Falrmount."

In the plan for the =setling reser-
volr which is now such a familiar
feature to Washington people who

trpvel along the Conduit road, where it
crosses the District line, Lieut Meigs
wrote:

“A dam across the valley of the Little
Falls branch, forty-one feet in helght
above its foundation and two hundred
feet in length, Aoods LU.65 acres, mak-
ing a reservoir of irregular shape con-
taining 82,521500 gallons. This is the
receiving and settling reservoir. The
water leaves it at a distanee of three
thousand feet from the point where it
enters, and in slowly passing across
the pool, which deepens to thirty or
forty feet near its exit, it will deposit
most of its sediment.

“Little Falls branch of Powder DMill
branch is in itself a valuable addition
to the supply. The water is beautifully
elear and pleasant to the taste. During
the summer I am informed it never
entirely fails and at the time of our
surveys I judge that it yielded as
much as two or three million gallons a
day.”

Six years

after the beginning of

work on the Washington aqueduct,
which would bring the dnte up to 1859,
the dam at Little Falls branch created
such a regervoir there by holding back
the water of that stream and other
little branches that supplement it that
the water was turned into the conduit
and did its part in supplying Wash-
ington until December, 1863, when the
wiater came down from

No question was  raised
water of Little Iulls branch
eighties, when the upper jpart of
ville nid its watershed on the
erly side began to attriact nume
sétitlers. The water of this branch
polluted all the water which Washing-
ton drank, and the necessity for ili-
verting Little Falls branch from the
receiving reservoir presented some €n-
gineering dithenlties,

The receiving reservoir was put out
of minis=ion for several years. Lit-
tle Falls aml twn or three tributary
branches were collected behind a new
dam, turned into a shaft excavated in
the wvalley of Little Falls branch and
from the bottom of this shaft the
water passed through a tunnel 1,000
feet lonf under Dalecarlia hill and
under the Washington aqueduct, and
was discharged into the gorge by
which it had previously flowed into the
Potomac. The work was begun in 1883
and completed in 1885,

Great Falls
the
the

about
until in

% ¥

One of the tributary branches of L.it-
tle Falls branch is Mill branch, which
turned the wheel of Murdock's mill,
the ruin of which may still be seen,
and ahout which the Rambler has pre-
viously presented all the facts he has
been able to obtain, The Rambler be-
lleves that a long time ago Little Falls
branch at a point on its lower course
operated o mmill called the Melton mill,
which belonged to one of the Lough-
boroughs. Little Falls brinch appears
on some old maps as Powder Mill
branch, and that opens up a chance for
inquiry as to when and where a Pow-
der mill was situated in that valley.

One of the houses which the Rambler
photographed near the crossing of the
River road and TLittle Falls branch
hoasts of 4 breach in its walla made
by & cannon shot during the civil war.
The forts along the ridge on which
Nebraska avenue runs and on the ridge
west of the valley of Little Fulls branch
exercised their men and guns al target
practice, and it was one of these shots,
probably from Fort Reno or Fort
Bayard, or perhaps from Fort Galnes,

which,
crazhed

gning far wide of its ftarget,
into this old frame house.

i

First Lincoln National Monument.

DIFFERENCE of opinion or of
memory has arisen as to the first
movement toward the erection at

Washington of o national memorial to
Abraham In The fiow
Hundu_\'s aEo was an article uander the
caption, “First National Lincoln Monu-

Siar a

i siv}
Linvoln

merit Movement the introductory
paragraphs of which were: *“There is
something I want to show you hefore

you leave! said Henry A, Vale, secre-
tary of the Lincoln memorial commis-
sion, to the contractor for the work
of building the great monument in
Potomauae FPark, as they stood together
in the otfices of the commission a few
n!e-_\'s dapo.  Mr. Vale walked over to a
fil 1l took from it a packet of pa-
pers. From dmong them he extracted
a small photograph.,  Huanding it over
he said; “There is the original plan
for a national monument to Abraham
Lincoln at Washingto The present
memorial is the fulfiilbment of that
idea.” The photograph was the ac-

cepted design made by Clark Mills for
a4 national Lincoln monument at Wash-
ington.

To the Hambler the Lincoln statue
which tops the tall shaft in front of
the city hall stands for the first move-
ment toward a Lineoln national monu-
ment.  The Hawmbler that the
councils of the city ashington, in
April, 1865, appointed a committee, ¢on-
sigting of the mayvor and three mem-

. rid. for the purpose of
shington Lincoln Me-

tation, That was just a
few uys ufter the assassination of
Lincolu, The resolution looking to the
organization of the association was
presentsed by N, D Larner and it was
adopted unanimousiy.,

April 28, 1x65, e Was i meeting
in the + of the committee
authorized by the terms of the Larner
resolution, amd after wide discussion

the i end of  Washington
wis another meeting of that

HEATH | the following were

ag officers of the Linecoln N

rd

tional Monument Associntion: Hicha
Wallach, mavor of Washington, presi-
dent , Croshy =, Noyes  secretary:

George W, Higegs, treasurer; Joseph .
Brown, Asbury Lloyvd, John B, Turton,
Irr. W. . H. Newman, George H. Plant,
E. Rilchards, N. D. Larner, . C. Car-
rington, John P, Pepper, Sayles J.

Q

[
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HOUSE IN POWDER

Fowen, George F. Gulick, B. B. French,
George 1L tuff, Charles V. AMorris,
John . TDmudley, John M. Semmes,
James Kelley, William . Fergurson,

S, L Brown, IDr. ) 11, Nichols, Henry
Addison and William 1. Tenney, di-
rectors.

Honorary members representing each
of the states were added and the an-
nouncement wis made that It is hoped
to secure a national sub=cription to the

end to ralsing a4 monument at the Na-
tional Capital— the most =suitable
—properly commemorative of the lite
and chara rouf the lamented de-
censed,”

*

¥ T

Other cities began to promote Lin-

coln monuments of a local eharacter
and it was found so difficult to secure
outside contributions for a natiomal
monument at Washiugton that this
part of the plan was given over amd
the citizens of Washington shouldered
the work and the cost of a monument
to Lincoln which they considered as
# nmational monument, HEe 1t was

raised at the National Capital and was
the outcome of the work of the 1

ecln National Monuuent Ass SR AT
The com sion for the execution of
the memo I was tinally ziven to Lot

Flannery and the monumment was raised
to the top of the shaft and dedicated on

April 15, 1868, that being the third
annivers of the death of Lincolu.
There was a s and military parade

led by the Ma Band and participat-

ed in by the nd Livige of Masons,
the Sons of Tempe Lthe vl
Templars the Good : s and the
! nd  Laos of the Slates
Knights of P'ythias. salutes
were fired. Among those present on
the platform, which haid been erected
it the base of the monument, were
I'resident  Johnsein, whose impeach-
ment trial was then in progress; Gen.
Hancock, (Gen, b 4n Howard, Gen.
Mitchell, Gen. Emory, Gen. carr, Gen.

Miller, Admiral Radford, Gen.

Col., Capron and many

of the diplomatic corps and

members

represeptatives of the ecivil branches
of the government. Gen., Grant was
present, but did not ke a seat on

the platform,. preferring to stand in
the crowd to '‘witness the ceremonies.

Pregident Johnson unveiled the statue
1. B. French delivered the principal
oration and Rev, Dr. Gillette rendered
the bhenediction.

It is believed that this monument is
not only the first Lincoln monument
of a natienal character erected in the
ited States, but that it was dedi-
ted at an earlier date than any of

MILL VALLEY WITH A CIVIL, WAR SHOT HOLE IN ITS SIDE,

the city local monuments in other

parts of the United States,
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The Witch Hazel.

ANY persons have read the first signs

of spring in the greenings of tha
chickweeds, of which a large number
of varieties abound plong the Toads
and paths around Washington, and in
the sprouting of the skunk cabbage in
the moist placea, in the fuzzing of the
pussy willows and in the lengthening
of the catkins of the alders. But it
was the witeh hazels. that in the dank
and dour days of late winter were tell-
ing of the near approach of spring,
and thev were giving out this informea-

tion before recelving any encourage-
from the ai or Trom the sun.

eral  varieties of this hardy,

wmigh not over-large, tree or shrub

grow and glow in the wet plices and
the woodland fringes near Washington,
a2 well as in some of the public gar-
dens of the capital. Everybody knows
the name of witch hazel, and everyv-
body has heard of the uses to which
twigs, especlally forked twigs., have
been put in seeking a favorable spot
to =ink a well. A good many persons
are on terms of acquaintance with the
name of the plant, and also take the
liberty of calling It hamemalis, but it
is surprising now and then to find o
¢ity man who does not know the plant

even when dressed in its yellow in-
florescence,

-

x %
The ecommon witch hazel in  this

ueighborheood is hamemalis Virginiana,
but there is a western cousin, some-
times found in the east, which is called
many

hamemalis vernalis. Not Sen-
sons ago this was included under the
name of hamemalis Virginiana, but it

is now classified as a species. Botanists
are so industrious in dividing and sub-
dividing species that a layman finds it
hard to keep pace with them.

The medicinal uses of witch hazel
are widely esteemed, and have been so
esteemed for many centuries. In
old book, entitled *“T'reasury of Botany,”
by John Lindley, it 1= said of witeh
hazel: *“Tts seeds contain a quantity
of oil and edible; while its leaves and
its bark are astringent. 1t is employ-
erd in various ways by the aborigines™
Which shows that the American In-
dians, before the coming of Europeans,

SULAR SERVICE IS NOW, FOR FIRST TIMIE,

does, then? The answer is: The eff-
cleney record.
Tucked away in the lower right-hand

drawer of a spacious desk in a spacious

room in  the cious Drepartment
of State at Washington is this
efficiency record It is nothing but
a loose-leaf binder, packed fat with

typewritten sheets, and it looks not ar
#ll {mpressive.  Still, it contains the
hopes and fears, the glory and the dis-
eredit, the ambitions and the “might-
have-beens" of all the army of Ameri-
can consuls on the far-tlung line of
American interests abroasd.

When a man énters the service his
name, uge, detalls of personal history
and of his examination were typewrit-
ten at the top of a sheet, which then
is placed in the bhinder. If he handies
# “sitpation” well, the fact is put down
on the sheet. If o minister or ambas-
sador commends hin to the department
for asmething he has done, down thut

goes, Does he write a report that
evokes just criticism, that fact also

is noted.

In the secheme of the consular service
there are flve Inspectors, one for each
of the arhitrary divisions into which
the department  divides the world
North America, South America, the fa
eust, the neaur east and Africa
Europe. Each inspector must inepect
all the eonsulates in his jurisdiction
at least once every two years,

e reports on the consul or consul
general in charge, . his ability, his
staunding in the communlity, his meth-
ods of work, the personnel of his of-
fice, and all the multitude of things hy
which efliciency 1s tested. All this, in
brief form, is written down on the offi-
cer's record and put away in this loose-
leaf binder.

Hut most of the entries are not from
the inspectors’ reports. Entries havae
crowded thick and fast Into the hook
since the European war began; and,
what 18 more, most of those entrles
have been of the most favorable char-
acter.

- w

This war put a straln on the con-

sular service such us It never befors
had to stand. How the service was able
to satand that strain, the excellent work
it did in asisting maroconed Americans
in the war zone, its many notable in-
stances of personzl self-sacrifice In act-
ing as Uncle Sam's agents on thes

ground are all matters of very recent -

history. Pages in the efficlency record
book were filled with chronicles of
commendable efforts, the use of re-
markable powers of initiative, of real
diplomacy, of common sense and sin-
cere patrlotism.

And all this Is true, hecaus=s being an
American consul now is a real job, not
w stop-gap, not a side isfue to o private
business conducted by the consul in the
city to which he Is accredited,

Consuls, tradition nnd the Lbooks say,
ara npot diplomatic officers. ‘They, in-
stend, are presumed to deal with mat-
ters of sordid commerce. The refine-
ments of international Intercourse are
left to the more exalted membera of
the diplematic corps. But In this mod-
ern day and generation, American con-

suls are psomething more. looking
after commercial matters s only a
part of thelr duties, although. by the

way, they are looking after those miat-

Recent Legislation Tends to Increase Efficiency of the Corps—Being a Consul Now a Profes-
sion, and Not, as It Once Was, a Stop-Gap or a Reward for Political Services Rendered.
Permanency, Mobility and Classification, With Promotion Based on Proved Efficiency, Have
Transformed the Service—It Pays Its Own Way and Costs Uncle Sam Little.

ters far more closely and efliciently
than ever before,
To them, in these modern days of

swift

great interchange of travel ansd

communication, they are « 4 with
duties and responsibilities which, in an
earlier day, fell only on diplomatic
officers They are the real, nctive,
hard working agents of 1nele Sum

abroad in all his diverse husiness.
A man might have the higheat rating

in the diseharge of his purely comn-
mercial duti and still fall as & con-
sul if he were not qualified to deal

with the many and complex problems
outside aof the dealm of eommerce
which come to him dafly,

To he a consul today 2 man must be
something of an international lawyer,
an expert accountant, a lingulet, a
buseiness man and business observer,
a shipping agent, and, in China, Tur-
kev, Slam, Muskat, Morocco and a few
other non-Christian countries, 2 judge.

-
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Taually once a year, in January, the
Iriepartment of State conducts exam-
inntions for positlons In the pervice.
Many. are called—or call themeelves—
but few are chosen. Here are the sub-
jects and thelr relative welghts—on
a geale of twenty—in which applicants
are examined: International, maritime

and commercial law, 3; political and
rommercial geography, 2; arlthmetle,
2: modern languages, 2:; natural, In-

dustrial and commercial resources and

commerce of the United States, 4;
political economy, 2; American history,
government and [nstitutions, 2; mod-
ern history (since 1850) of FEurope,
South American and the far east, 2.

Under these headings the examiners
ask questions like these:

Idistinguish between citizenslip and domiclle.

Name three ways in which citizenship may be
terminated,

Discurs the qoestion of the right of a peatral
power to bave commercial dealings with a bellig-
erent.

Name five seaports on the east coast of Asmia
north of Singapore and exclusive of Japan,

Name eight bodies of water through which a
ship would pass oo & dlrect veysge from Baltl-
more to Odessa.

Digeuss, in not less than 300 nor more than 600
words, one of the following industries of the
United States:  Petroleum, bituminous  coal,
leather goods. With reference, rticularly, to
valume, esportation and centers of production and
of exportation

Dizcuss ipterpational trads in regard to its
orlgin aod its influence upon international pol-
ithes,

taive four reasons why the preclous metals best
serve as 4 medium of exchange.

Dreseriba Wolfe's campalgn against Quehee and
state the result.

1iscuss the Boxer war.

Then the examiners glve the candl-
dates a lot of disassociated items In
fmaginary business transactions and
make the applicants ener them all as
a ledger account. Also, they require
the applicanta to transiate from KEng-
lieh into some foreign languige s“am-

&
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ple letters, amd then other letters from
a foreign Linguuge into English.

And after all this they size the candi-
date up to get o line on His character
habits, asgociates and tastes, all w
@& view to determining his adaptability
to the service,

It takes more than a solid page of
fine print in a booklet on the subject
merely to catalogue the dutd ALY
vecuired of a eonsular oflicer. One para-

CARR.

graph, however, 18 particularky
cant. It reads: -

“A duty of prime importances is the
promotion of American commerce by
reporting available opportunities for
the introduction of our products, aid-
ing in the establishment of relations
between American and foreign com-
mercial houses, and lemding assistance
wherever priactleable 1o the marl ing
of American merchandise abroad.™

4
)
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This is the foundation of a service
to the business interests of the United
States that is rapidiy  becoming  of
creat value, Trade reports from con-
sulier officers, Ly an arrangement with

the  Te ‘tment  of  Comaneree,  are
turned over to the bureau of foreign
and domestic commerce of that de-
partment, and selected ones are print-
ed daily in Unecle Sam’'s Iy news-
puper, until recently entitled “Daily
Consular and Trade Ieports” but now
ealled “Commerce Tteports”

The reports are not only statistieal
relations of the movements of com-
merce in v ous lines, but are the re-

sult of carefully studied examinations
into varlous clusses of business, con-
taining suggestions as to the expan-
sion of American markets abroad.

Many of the reports are the result of
direct orders. For example, a manu-
facturer asks the hureau of foreign
and domestic trade for information re-
garding markets in numerous couti-
tries for his products, A blanket call
is sent out to the consuls In all those
countries, and the results, brought to-
gether, are of large material benefit.

Among the other actlvities of the con-
sulur officers, aside from the chief ones,
are reporting weekly to the United
States public health service the health
and sanitary conditions of the ports
at which they reside; with a view to
having quarantine measures establish-
ed against those ports when the neeid
comes, Also the consuls asslst the im-
migration authorities by reports from
the ports at which the consuls are sta-
tioned.

-
* *
In the consular service of the United

States there are 289 consuls general
and consuls. With consular agents and

employes, the total personnel is be-
tween 800 and 900.

What is the directing force behind
this 1little, highly trained and widely

scattered army? In every organization,
of course, thera is an directing head, a
man who has put his genius and power
and personality into the body of sub-

ordinates.

Naturally, the Secretary of State Is
the man at the top. He has the power
to make or unmake the efficiency of the
force. Fortunately for the country, i
considerable succession of Secretaries
of State have been heartily in sympathy
with the efforts of the consulur serv-
ice Lo increase ita efliciency.

But the man directly responsible,
tlirough this and several preceding ad-
ministrations has been Wilbur J. Carr,
director of the cousulay service, the
Secretarv's right-hand man, his ad-
ministrator and his adjutant In this
branch of Americun Toreign affairs, It
is Mr. Carr who is the keeper of that
book of efficiency records; it is he who
is directly over all the consuls and con-
puls general. A great wap of the world,
hanging over his dJdesh, thick studded

knew something of the properties of

this plant. Hamemwalis is a peculiar
name, but it tits this peculiar shrub.
H. Emerson, authority on

such matters, in writing of witeh hazel
said: “The union on the e

£ inadi-

vidual plant of blossoms, fading leaves
and
any

ripe fruits
climate

not very common in
1 oceuring in no other
nee in oours, led Linnaeus to give
this Ameriean plant a Greek name,
significant of the fact of its produc-
ing ‘flowe together with fruit” ™

It is hard to look at one of these
shrubs plentitul around Washing-
ton, without thinking of the burns and
cuts, bruises and chapped hands and
close-shaverd faces to which this old
bush has ministered. Tt is easy to look
on them with kindly eves beciuse they
are syvmpuathetic and useful friends of
the race of man,

s
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Scuphouses in the **Good 0ld Times."
Nlﬁr matter with what affection & man

considers the past, it obtru-
give fact to any one who takes the time
and trouble of searching old chrouicles
that “the good old days” hard
times for many of the people living in
them. There has been no year in Wash-
ington since the founding of the ity
that the well-to-do citizens have not
been called on to minister to the wants
of needy men and wo 211, Even when
the ¢ity was o straggling hamlet peo-

12 An

were

ple  with charitable inclinations h
their charges, As the hamlet grew
into a town of scattered houses there
were committees which «very winter
were called on to furnish firewood,
menl, flour, bacon and the like to un-
Tortunate neighbors,

The =sonp iE0 . not a novelty in
Washington., The time of the institu-
tion of the first souphouse in Wash-

ington the Bambler does not know, hut

it no doubt made its appearance here
early in the nineteenth century. The
I ihler was reading the other even-

ing ropies of The Evening Star of the
winter of 1860-61, and found a number
of references Lo souphouses, indicatine
that then Washington had its quota of
poor people, and that the kind and
charitable people had their mission to
perform.

In The Star of Friday, February 1.
1=41, the Rambler read, ninder the head-
ing “Good Samaritan Souphouse,” that
“this  establishment, organized last
Monday rhit at the English Lutheran
Church. is about to go into active op-
eration,” and that "the committee hav-

ing charge of thie mu
house o 11th stroct
G oand 1, and will open tomoreo
urdav ™  This «
15 proposed to «Jdis

A news 1

the demand «
terprise
LRITE JICSE § & 3
contribiut
posed to
Eroceries
1 s mlso

p 3

his

or: Bey,

theran Chur :
on applicants for r
rthy, they will b
fded with tlekets,
holder to one
Tireas] This

who
Mmeritorious ¢

ters. We trust -y
with approbation fron as
there is greator dds 1 his
jronrer « ¥
than was e) I»
f=a
Eregatis of th i

another soupt e WAS Oper b .
Sisgters of Charity at 81, % A s
lann, it the eorner of g S -
streetls There were olher ot
in Washingto tl Tt L]
Rambler does not o

Iin The i 1 t
may e read I
apened the day " 14
the auspices of the henev
tion connected with the

Aloysigs™ The first  da "

Aad were dist

loaves of bhre
poor of that distriet,
needy families
¢lety has a committes

the houses where relief
bie required, and if, after
the parties are found to
bread aud soup tivkets are

relie
which
T Suppo o
investigation,
he deservin

distributed,

Woere

which are presented by the recipienis
at the souphouse near St. Alosgius
Church,

“We bhave now 1n the « no less than
four of these souplhot in active
operation.’

In The of 18%1,
unider the z Soup-
house™ ¢ unde
=tand ths gters of Charity have
opened a  souproom  at St Vineent s
asyvlum, corner of « and 1uth streets
which is open every d; rom 11 o'cloch
a.m. to 1 pm. Che ihly dispose:
persons oan obtain tickets from the
sisters at 10 cents each, entitling o
pUar pe 1o soup for self and fa

The sister
in money, provisio
Nat everyvia
“the good ol s
The Rambier was taking his lunch a
few days ago in one of thoss lunchhousea

s are thankful for donativns=
oS
rich and happy in

where they have one-armed
luncheries whirh are patroniz

many men who Jdo not lhappen ta b
members of exclusive clubs and a vouns
citizen and nn old citizen were having =2
ratiier warm colloquy about the rela

il erity of the present and the pas
The young man was lamenting that the
tiimes today were hanler 1| had eve
heen known bLefore.  1is Liea seemed 1o

be that a fastidious man had great JdifM-

culty in finding a | on—mnot a job—
v h paid sufficient salary to enable o
man to lve luxurionsly and 1o have

plenty of spare time for keeping posted
on sports and moving pleturves. The -
er vcitizen was saying that times were
better than they had ever heen and 'IIH!‘l

it was easier for a voung man who ha:
the willingness to work to keep bus
and make money than it Lad heen so 1a
as his memory reached back into the

past.
The yvoung man seamed 1o have got ol

af the idea from reading historical novels
aml the like that not very m
ago evervbody lived in a co
with a piazza with white columns, 1
uble lamps before the carriage gate-
a brass knocker on the door, ®

yusand acres of land around the t

servants to chop the firewood
the open flreplaces red and warm
he older citizen was saving: *1 e

member that there were free souphouses
in this town in the winter of 1873 and 1
saw hungry men standing in line -u';air:ng
to be served with soup and bread.”

A MOBILE FORCE

with colored pins, gives at a glance
thie muanner in which his army is dis-
tributed.

Always he is in
touch with the force.
first came there were weeks when the
maintenance of that touch kept him
ned to his desk eighteen hours a

close and intimate
When the war

-
* *
A modest, retiring, imperturbable
man is this; wholly devoted to his

work, fired with high ideals of serviee.
Always shunning the limelight of pub-
1 he of o type of permanent
1 of the government found here
and there in Washington, Of informa-
tion regarding the consular service he
is prodigal: of Jdirect interviews he is
stingy almoft bevond belief. In his
ideas of service personal  publicity
plays no part. He asks no place in the
picture of public affairs.

Still. such Secretaries of State as . John

is

W. Foster, Walter . Gresham, Rich-
ard Olney, John Sherman, William 18
John Hay, hu Hoot, Hobert

{ Philander . Knox and William
mings Bryan all have found him

ble leutenant, a dependiable execu-
tive, a wise counselor. Also, they have
found that to him, more than to any
one man, is due the present high etfi-
ciency of the consular service, though
each Secretary and several congresses
have contributed their efforts in their
days.

A native of Ohlo, twenty vears old,
just graduated from the Kentucky
university at Lexington, Mr. Carr came
to Washington a quarter of a century
azo. In 1542 he entered the service of
the Department of State as a clerk.
While working he carried on his stud-
ies, s0 that in 1894 he was graduated
from Georgetown University as an
Ll. B

For ten vears his rating in the de-
partment was merely that of a clerk,
but his chiefs found him no ordinary
clerk. Hence, in 1902 he was promoted
to be chief of the consular bureau, in
which he had so long worked. After
five vears of service he was made chief
clerk of the department, but in 13503
he was called back to his first love as
director of the consular service and
there he has since remained.

Compact of figure, with thinning
blond hair, a stubby mustache, Keen
blue eyes, an engaging smile and an

air of alertness, he impresses one as
the embodiment of the modern notion
of efficiency. His workroom, the walls
lined with books and record cases and
maps, the tools of his trade, carries
out the impression.
=
* ¥

Just recently he has been workiug
out the readjustment of the service
and its reorganization made possible
with the passage of the new law which
gives mohility to his foree. Tleretofore
laws of Congress fixed the relative iu_l—
portance of the itien and ports in
w h American consuls are L=
tained., Laws of trade and other aat
ural laws sometimes conflict Wolielt
a consulate general was established
twenty years ago the place of its es-
tablishment might be very important
indeed. Today it may have degenerat-
ed and soime new place grown up.

To get Congr to take note

of the

e

)

change ig an exceedin hard task
Hences the new law appeinting cons
and consuls general to classesand |
mitting the President to assign
reassign them to posts where he finid=
they are most necded
There are five classes of consuls &t

ernl provided for in the néew law, rans-
ing in pay from $4,500 for class five 10
$12.000 for class one; and nine cl -
of consuls, ranging in pay from #2,
for class nine to 35,000 for c¢luss one
Consuls enter the lower grades by ap-
pointment after examinution, and thel
are transferred 1d promoted on thel
demonstraterd etticiency.

In the reci Wion Of the servies
urder the new v, sixtern consulate
where tha need forr thewm no Jongs
exists, were ologed; six were renoe ed
to other cities, six new offices wWen
created, thoe salaries of @ighteen cvon-
=uls were ducreased, and the
snlars one consuylate, that at Nt -
tingham, Bogland, was decreas o

¥or example, the post at Bucios
Afres, by reason of the ineres
portance of that eit
of the work there, Wwas
a $1.500 «l Acation 2
post at the e s,
from &40 10 (TS Antofa
gasta, Chile, in 1t relation= with the
Tnited States, is becoming of large:
importance, a new consulute Was oS-
tablished there in the §i,000 class, Sig
Paulo, Brazil, also a new Erest trade

ew consulate also, at a

center, Eels oot
oens s Another new ol

£5,000 classification. : co
.'-'u"late was established ot ‘hau_u..-]..
China, in the t'euh-g‘ of _tl--\-wplr..
coal and iron producing region.

-

& ¥
Natural law and natural demands, in

other words, iave been substituted for

the edict of Congresa as 1o whera cun-
suls are needed. "

There has been much shiftine abwut
of consuls and consuls general under

the reorganization. Here is an ex-
ample: In one caplital, = large com-
mereial center, there was a $4,500 con
su]l general. lle was a good man, not
well placed, for he lacked the experi

and maturity that an  offices

enve
:-hu:.nu! have for that particular poml
I'nder the new law he has been taken
away and assigned to a polnt W hers
he can be more useful, and u secolni
grade consul general, especially quali-
fied for that capital, assigned there.

And the cost of it all?

Put this question to Mr. Carr and
witeh the proud smile that spreads
over his face.

The net cost of the consular service
to the United States is just about $47.-
000 a vear, The gross cost in $2,083,-
000, but as offset to this the con=-
sular officers abroad collect official
fees and turn

them into the Trewsur
to the sum of §2,040,000. In the gross
cost are included not aloune salaries,
but traveling expenses and all other
items of expenditure,

The consular fees collected, in other
fcally muke the service

words, pra
self-sustaining. Most of these fees
from consular certificates at

come

‘hed to invoices of goods. Notaria

rvices, certifyi 1o bLills of healtn
and landing certificates and fees (o
other statutory services make up the
total

S0 the consular service of the United
States ¢an be said to be one dej
ment of the government that es .
directly in doliars and cents, its Koep,
ASHMUN BROWN.




